Phase I of the Stark II final rule.
On Jan. 4, the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) issued final regulations implementing the Stark II ban on physician self-referral. These final regulations, which go into effect Jan. 4, 2002, are described as "Phase I" since they address only a portion of the Stark law. HCFA promises that additional final regulations implementing the remaining portions of the Stark II ban will be published at a future date. This article provides a brief overview of the highlights of the Phase I final regulations.